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Thank you PTO for the CarnivalThank you PTO for the CarnivalThank you PTO for the CarnivalThank you PTO for the Carnival    
 We were all very busy during the 
month of October.  Our first ever 
carnival at Stone Ridge and what a 
success!  PTO parents, Stone Ridge 
Teachers and staff, and our 
students made this a want-t0-repeat 
event.  Thank you to everyone who 
participated in any way.  Hats off 
to Mrs. Rose and Mrs. Loper who 
organized every facet of the 
carnival.  You both were great at 
organizing the troops.  It was a 
blow-out success.  It was so much fun 
for everyone. 

Thank you to Stone Thank you to Stone Thank you to Stone Thank you to Stone 
Ridge TeachersRidge TeachersRidge TeachersRidge Teachers    

Annie Farris, Ginger Dowling and 
Amy Bixler are teachers from our 
school who were selected to 
participate in the State 
Superintendent’s, Sandy Garrett, 
Master Teacher Project.  I 
nominated all three of them last 
year about this time for this 
recognition and responsibility.  I 
nominated them because they are 
teachers who always exhibit the 
qualities that are required to 
create educational success for our 



students.  They know the research 
about student learning and apply 
the research to their classrooms.  
They have attended meetings 
throughout the summer and fall 
months with teachers from around 
the State.  The meetings include 
time to look at curricular topics 
and discuss “best practice” for 
implementing State Mandated PASS 
objectives into the classroom. 
 
They are recognized in our State as 
teachers who are on the cutting 
edge of teachers who make a 
difference.  This recognition has 
the added responsibility of 
teaching their colleagues.  They 
have led book studies using Robert 
Marzano’s book, Building Academic 
Vocabulary.  The Stone Ridge 
teachers have participated in the 
book study outside the regular 
teaching day.  On Sunday afternoons 
you will find the following ladies 
studying together to make our 
school one of the best in the State.  
They are Julie Rother, Cathey 
Cundiff, Dianne Hughes, Cindy 
Lacefield, Lynn McCauley, Brenda 
Payton, Laura Butler, Laura Stone, 
Shelli Smith, Melvina Moore, Erika 
Thomas, and Linda Powers.  All of 
these teachers are enthusiastic 
and eager to begin the next book 
study by Dr. Mark A. Forget 
entitled Max Teaching with 
Reading and Writing. 
 



This past week-end, Brenda Payton 
and Lynn McCauley met on Sunday 
before and after the book study to 
give their time to place 18 
computers in the Library and 
individual classrooms from fifth 
grade down to second grade.  I am 
thankful I get to work with staff 
who are not counting the minutes 
in the classroom but are building 
their career for the only 
profession that has the greatest 
impact on our society. 
 
I am adding this monthly 
highlight for our district to 
know what is happening on the 
South-side of Piedmont. 
 

El Chico Fund RaiserEl Chico Fund RaiserEl Chico Fund RaiserEl Chico Fund Raiser    
 
 
Our fundraiser at El Chico’s 
continues to benefit our 
classrooms.  This past month our 
second and third grade teachers 
spent the evening chipping while 
making money to equip our school 
with the Reading A to Z computer 
program.  This program will help 
us get leveled readers for all our 
students.  The leveled readers do 
have to be reproduced by copy.  That 
is a plus and a minus.  The plus is 
that we can get books into the 
hands of everyone of our students 
four nights a week which are at 
the student’s reading level.  Even if 



the book is lost or destroyed, it 
will not affect our reading 
library of our precious-few 
leveled books.   We will have the 
capability of copying another book.  
The minus is that we will have to 
copy the books.  The plus of this 
program far outweighs the minus.  
We have longed for leveled readers 
for all our students.  El Chico 
money has given us a way to meet 
the needs of our students.  The 
chipping is hard work but well 
worth it.  Thank you to all the 
teachers who volunteer to support 
this fund raiser.  My concern in the 
October newsletter was the 
students reading below grade level.  
These books will meet the needs of 
those students. 
 

Events of NovemberEvents of NovemberEvents of NovemberEvents of November    
 

 

The upcoming events are as follows: 
• Mrs. Dale, Mrs. Craig Ride the 

Horse to School   November 5 
• Make Cinnamon Roll Fund Raiser 

  November 9 
• Artist in Residence for 

Kindergarten:  This week 
• Artist in Residence for Fourth 

Grade:  November 12-15 
• Veteran’s Day Celebration   

 November 9 
• Steve Little Native American 

Dancing  November 9 
• School Board     

 November 12 



• Celebrate Freedom Week   
 November 12-16 

• Parent/teacher conferences  
  November 13 and 15 

• School out for students    
 November 16 

• Teachers will work ½ day   
 November 16 

• Centennial Celebration Assembly 
  November 15 

• Thanksgiving (NO SCHOOL)   
 November 21-23 

• Centennial Assembly/Reading 
Challenge  November 28 

• El Chico Night      
 November 30 

 
 
 

Thank you to the PTO Thank you to the PTO Thank you to the PTO Thank you to the PTO 
for the continual for the continual for the continual for the continual 

support.support.support.support.    

 

 
  
 

 

 


